Summary of Courses in Proposed in the 2011-12 Program of Studies

The current draft of the 2011-12 Program of Studies is available to view. Please keep in mind that it is still in draft form.
Below is a table I created to represent the number of courses the school system offers at the high schools. I counted every course in the proposed 2011-12 catalogue. This year alone, we are proposing an additional 46 courses based on the students taking an additional scheduled course each year. This drives up the number of course sections needed at each school and offers more opportunities for choice in electives for students. For example, in going from a 7 period schedule to an 8 period schedule, AHS added 72 course sections to the over 500 already offered in previous years.
As you will see in the list of new courses proposed below, courses offered at the three schools provide extended opportunities in some fields of study as well as new branches of opportunities. 

Each year, schools make their proposals at the end of September. A central committee including school staff and central office staff meets to review all proposals. 
Forms are housed in Schoolnet Outreach at this link. This is not a random process. 
https://acps.schoolnet.com/outreach/acps/progspec/counselor/
· All courses that are added are added to a central course file that is web-based. All schools have access to the same courses. This is a new feature brought about by the new SIS. Up until 2010, each school maintained its own course file. This led to more variance than what we see now.
· We make a team decision regarding whether a school may add a course based on the rationale given. We consider each course to be a pilot. If the course does not make for two years in a row, we plan to remove it from the program unless doing so will harm students. We expect an elective course to have an enrollment of 15 to 18 students to “make.” Thirteen courses were proposed for deletion going into 2011 -12. They are also listed below.

· My goal is to use the course file in the SIS as the course catalogue for the program of studies. I found out last week that with an improvement, we can add a brief description for each course to the database that includes all the other information on courses for registration and scheduling. We will need to do significant cleaning of the course file. Currently it houses over 1,000 courses because we kept all the old courses from all three schools in the file when migrating data.
· Our plan is for registrations to be done on-line at the school level by staff or students this year. 

· The primary cost associated with adding a course is staffing. That is why it is essential for a course to have a high enough enrollment to maintain it. With teachers moving from teaching five courses to six, many elective teachers added courses to their offerings without additional costs in terms of staffing. 

· If a course is approved that requires additional equipment through CTE, for example, the school must allocate resources to the course, often through County CTE funds from Federal Grants.

· Schools do not receive additional staffing to add courses, so there are no new costs associated with courses that are approved. The principal signs off on the course addition form with the understanding that he or she will need to move staffing from an area where it may not be needed to staff the new course. Department Chairs sign off on this as well.

· In order to more closely monitor school use of staffing, I have worked with DART staff to develop a master schedule development timeline so that we can work with  schools specifically on  their student / teacher ratios in core courses.
	Total Course Titles Offered in the Program Including MESA, CATEC, AVID, & AFROTC

2011 -1 2

	Total
	307
	100%
	

	Courses Offered at MoHS
	249
	81%
	

	Courses Offered at AHS
	244
	79%
	

	*Courses Offered at WAHS
	221
	72%
	

	Courses Offered only at AHS
	25
	8%
	

	Courses Offered only at WAHS
	17
	6%
	

	Courses Offered only at MoHS
	33
	11%
	

	Courses Offered only at AHS & MoHS
	28
	9%
	

	Courses Offered only at AHS & WAHS
	16
	5%
	

	Courses Offered only at WAHS & MoHS
	13
	4%
	

	

	*All Figures Reported Include MESA, CATEC, AVID, & AFROTC as appropriate for the school.

	*In adding up all the course titles, I did not add up all the levels of the courses. The numbers would be larger, but redundant.

	*If I remove all the MESA and AFROTC courses, WAHS courses jump up to 77% share of the titles.


Courses Proposed for Addition to the Program of Studies for 2011 -12, Alphabetized with School
1. Advanced Functional Ceramics, MoHS

2. Advanced Sculptural Ceramics, MoHS

3. Advanced Spanish Conversation, Composition, and Culture through Film Study, AHS & MoHS
4. American Civil War, AHS

5. American Involvement in Vietnam, AHS

6. AP Human Geography, MoHS

7. Applied Management Principals: PVCC, AHS

8. Architecture II, AHS, WAHS

9. Ballet, MoHS

10. Biology-Ecology Cooperative, MoHS

11. Chemical Quantitative and Qualitative Analysis, AHS

12. Comparative Government and Politics: AP, AHS, MoHS, WAHS

13. Digital Imaging III, MoHS

14. E-Commerce, AHS

15. EGR 240 Solid Mechanics: MESA, AHS

16. Film Study, AHS, MoHS, & WAHS

17. Filming and Digital Video Editing, MoHS

18. Geology, MoHS

19. Geology-Earth Science Cooperative, MoHS

20. German Inventors, Movers, and Shakers, AHS

21. Germany from 800 AD to the Present, AHS

22. Germany from the Beginning of the 20th Century to Today, AHS

23. Guitar, AHS & WAHS

24. History of Musical Theatre, AHS

25. Honors Trigonometry, AHS, MoHS, & WAHS

26. Hospitality, Recreation, and Tourism, AHS

27. Improvisation and Comedy, MoHS

28. Information Literacy 120: PVCC, MoHS

29. Introduction to Scientific Research, MoHS

30. Macroeconomics AP, AHS

31. Medical Terminology, AHS & MoHS

32. Meteorology, AHS

33. Music Theory: AP, MoHS

34. Nuclear Issues, MoHS

35. Photography IV, AHS

36. Physical Oceanography, AHS

37. Politics, Science, and Values: MESA, AHS

38. Principals of Management: PVCC, AHS

39. Printmaking I, AHS

40. Raiders Program: AFROTC, MoHS

41. Service Leadership, WAHS

42. Spanish Conversation and Writing for the Business World, AHS

43. Virtual Biology, AHS, MoHS, WAHS

44. Virtual World History, AHS, MoHS, & WAHS

45. Web Design: PVCC, WAHS

46. Women in Art and Literature, WAHS & AHS

Courses Proposed to be deleted from the Program of Studies for 2011 -12

1. Algebra I, Part II, AHS, MoHS, WAHS

2. Basic Photography, MoHS

3. Biology 101 General Biology, PVCC, MoHS

4. Commercial Photography I, II, III, MoHS

5. Design, Multimedia, and Web Technologies I and II (combined into one course), AHS, MoHS, & WAHS

6. English 241-242: Survey of American Literature, I & II, PVCC, MoHS

7. Environmental Science / Biology 107, PVCC, MoHS

8. Fitness / Weight Training II – IV

9. Information Literacy 119, PVCC, MoHS

10. Math 173, Calculus with Analytic Geometry I, PVCC, MoHS

11. Math 174, Calculus II, PVCC, MoHS

12. Math 277, Calculus III, PVCC, MoHS

13. Physics 201 / General College Physics, PVCC, MoHS
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